ANARCHISTS AGAINST THE CUTS (FAQ)
“Crowned heads, wealth and privilege may well tremble should
ever again the Black and Red unite!” (Otto Von Bismark)
What is anarchism?
The term Anarchism comes from the Greek word anarchos, meaning “without rulers”.
Anarchism is a political philosophy which considers the state unnecessary and
harmful, and instead promotes a stateless society. It seeks to abolish authority in the
conduct of human relations. There is no single defining position that all anarchists
hold.
Anarchists always cause trouble, cover their faces and vandalise stuff, what place
do they have in the anticuts campaign?
History tells us that waving placards alone will not get the government to change how
things are, however it can highlight the situation and encourage others to get involved
with a campaign as well as providing a level of activism that is inclusive for everyone.
Direct action has proven itself time and time again to be successful, but not when
isolated. We want to see direct action on a mass scale to make the cuts unworkable.
The police often target Anarchist blocs on marches, film them, search them and
provoke reactions from them. Wearing masks prevents the police gathering
information on protesters, also it is a symbolic sign of solidarity and shows that the
their actions are not for individual glory. The cuts will affect us all and it is not the
place of any one group to say another group can not be involved in the campaign as
this is no different to state repression.

I once saw Anarchists trash an SWP stall, why should we work with people
like that?
Socialists and Anarchists haven’t had the smoothest of relationships. Socialists
blame Anarchists for causing trouble at demos and Anarchists blame socialists for
selling them out to the police and not showing solidarity.
The A.A.T.C campaign hopes to put these problems behind us, we want to work
with the Trade Unions and Socialist groups to strengthen the anticuts movement
and not waste time squabbling. But this is not a one way street, Unions and
Socialists need to accept anarchists into the movement and understand that their
tactics and politics, although different are still valid. This FAQ, and the A.A.T.C
initiative are an attempt to create a greater level of understanding, cooperation and
solidarity between all groups involved in the fight against the cuts.
I want to join / How can I get in contact?
Anarchists against the cuts aims to be a UK wide (perhaps even international)
campaign. It has no membership, central committee or formal meetings, if you are
an Anarchist or are sympathetic to Anarchist principles, and interested in working
with, not against the broader anticuts movement, you’re in. At present Bristol
Anarchist Federation and Bath Activist Network are acting as a contact points for
people who need to get in touch. Other nonhierarchical groups fighting the cuts
you may be interested in joining include: IWW, Class War and the Solidarity
Federation plus many other local grass roots resistance groups. Or why not try
getting together with your neighbours, friends, colleagues and comrades and do it
yourself.
WE ARE EVERYWHERE, AND UNITED WE ARE UNSTOPPABLE!

Anarchists Against The Cuts
Bristol: bristol@afed.org.uk

So if Anarchists are against the state why are they fighting the cuts? Isn’t that
reformist?
Anarchists want to bring about the abolition of all hierarchies, for that reason we
support working class struggle against state attacks. Stopping the cuts would put the
working classes in a much stronger position and such a victory would show that the
ruling classes can be defeated. Fighting the cuts creates unity within the working
classes and from there gives them the power to bring about real social change.

Bath: bathactivistnet@yahoo.co.uk

www.anticutsaction.wordpress.com

